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Livestock Health Regulations
ALL ANIMALS: The animal health regulations of
the Veterinary Division of the North Carolina
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
(NCDA&CS) will be strictly enforced, and decisions
of the regulatory veterinarian concerning animal
health status are final. No animals may be
unloaded on the fairgrounds before being inspected
and approved by the regulatory veterinarian during
their designated check-in times.

All animals not meeting the entry requirements, that
have an unthrifty nature or are in an unsuitable
condition, and/ or are exhibiting any signs of
disease or illness (including obvious abscesses that
are opened or closed, ringworm, soremouth or any
other signs of contagious disease) may be refused
entry and will not be allowed in the barn/ display,
may be isolated and/or required to be returned to
the farm of origin as determined by the regulatory
veterinarian. Any questionable health problems will
be referred to the regulatory veterinarian, show
committee, and/or the State Veterinarian.

During the duration of the Fair, all animals of
unthrifty nature, unsuitable condition and/or
exhibiting any signs of disease or illness or found
not to have met entry requirements after entry may
be required to be isolated and/or returned to the
farm/premise of origin as determined by the
regulatory veterinarian.

The Fair staff works diligently to prevent diseased
animals from entering the fairground, though
owners should consider that animals may be
exposed to infectious agents while at the Fair. It is a
best management practice to keep exhibit animals
returning from the Fair separate from your animals
at home for 2-3 weeks. By isolating exhibited
animals for this time, any animals exposed to
disease while at the Fair should show signs of
infection during this period. Once this period has
passed, they can then be commingled with the
animals that remained home.

Premises Registration is voluntary to exhibit
livestock and poultry at the Cleveland County Fair.
Choosing to register your premises puts you on the
frontline of controlling and preventing the spread of
animal disease. A disease outbreak can’t be
predicted but it can impact every segment of animal

agriculture. Participation ensures that you have the
information you need, when you need it most, to
protect your animals and your investment.
Registering a premises involves obtaining an
alpha-numeric “identifier” for the farm, ranch,
veterinary clinic, or other site where livestock or
fowl are handled, housed, managed, or processed.
If an exhibitor wants more information or wishes to
register for a National or State Premises ID, the
exhibitor can:

1. For more information contact (919) 707-3250 or
visit http://www.ncfarmid.com, or

2. Register for a National or State Premises ID by:
a. Printing, completing, and submitting the

form at
http://www.ncagr.gov/ncfarmid/registratio
nform.htm, or

b. By completing the request form for
National Premises ID found behind the
livestock entry form.

LIVESTOCK: All livestock are required to have an
entrance health examination at time of check-in as
a prerequisite for entry onto the fairgrounds and will
not be allowed to be unloaded on the fairground or
enter the barns until inspected and passed by
health officials. Veterinary inspections will take
place at times designated in each section. All
livestock must have a form of identification (ear tag,
tattoo, ear notch, or microchip -readers must be
supplied by owner) to enter the fairgrounds. All
sheep and goats must comply with USDA and
NCDA&CS Scrapie Eradication Program
guidelines. Sheep and goats without a scrapie tag,
or a registration paper with corresponding tattoo or
microchip information at the time of check-in will not
be allowed. Scrapie Flock ID numbers must be
presented at the time of check-in before an
approval card can be issued. The Scrapie Flock ID
number is not the same as the National or State
Premises ID number. To obtain a Scrapie Flock ID
number, please see the Goat and Sheep entry
requirements section.



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS BY SPECIES
Any of the species listed below entering the
fairgrounds regardless of their purpose of entry
must meet the requirements listed for that species.

CATTLE – BEEF & DAIRY
Animals with obvious abscesses (open or
unopened), ringworm, soremouth, or any other
signs of contagious disease will not be allowed in
the barn. Cattle from out-of-state exhibitors must be
accompanied by an official health certificate issued
within 30 days of entry signed by an accredited
veterinarian, or an approved state or federally
employed veterinarian. The health certificate should
contain the following:
1. Name and address of exhibitor.
2. Description of each animal including breed,

age, sex, and registration, tattoo, or ear tag
numbers.

3. A statement by the veterinarian signing the
health certificate that the cattle listed are not
infected with, nor have been recently exposed
to, any communicable disease to the best of
his/her knowledge.

4. Information relating to Brucellosis.
a. Those cattle which are native to North

Carolina need not be tested. (Native
meaning those cattle which were born in
North Carolina, or which have met North
Carolina import requirements.)

b. Cattle originating from any certified
Brucellosis free herd, regardless of the
state of origin, may enter North Carolina,
provided the following information is
recorded on the official certificate:

i. The individual identification of
each animal;

ii. The herd certification number;
iii. The date of the last herd test;

and
iv. A permit when otherwise

required in the rule.
c. Cattle imported from a Class Free State

shall originate from a herd not under
quarantine and need not be tested.

d. Cattle imported from a Class A State
shall originate from a herd not under
quarantine and pass a negative official
blood test within 60 days prior to entry
into North Carolina.

e. Notwithstanding any other provisions of
this Rule, a Brucellosis test is not

required for steers or spayed females,
and no test prior to entry in the state is
required of:

i. Cattle under eight (8) months of
age;

ii. Dairy heifers under 20 months of
age officially vaccinated against
Brucellosis 15

iii. Heifers of the beef breed less
than 24 months of age officially
vaccinated against Brucellosis;

5. Information relating to tuberculosis: A test for
tuberculosis is not required for cattle which are
native to North Carolina. Any cattle over 6
months of age not originating from a
Tuberculosis Free state shall be required to
have an official tuberculosis test within 60 days
of entry, unless from an accredited herd.

GOATS & SHEEP
Animals with obvious abscesses (opened or
unopened), ringworm, soremouth, or any other
signs of contagious disease will not be allowed in
the barn.

Sheep must have been recently shorn prior to
arrival to accommodate veterinary inspections.
Fleece length shall not exceed ¼ inch at arrival.
Animals which are not shorn will not be allowed to
stall or enter the check-in line.

Goats and sheep from out-of-state exhibitors must
be accompanied by an official health certificate
issued within 30 days of entry signed by an
accredited veterinarian or an approved state or
federally employed veterinarian. The health
certificate should contain the following:
1. Name and address of exhibitor.
2. Description of each animal including breed,

age, sex, and any registration, tattoo,
microchip, or ear tag numbers.

3. A statement by the veterinarian signing the
health certificate that the goats listed are not
infected with, or have been recently exposed to,
any communicable disease to the best of
his/her knowledge. The health certificate shall
contain a statement that the flock of origin has
not had Scrapie diagnosed within the past 42
months. All goats must comply with USDA
Scrapie Eradication Program guidelines. All
goats must be appropriately identified and
comply with USDA and NCDA&CS Scrapie
Eradication Program guidelines. If you have any



questions about the program or would like to
request a flock identification number and tags,
North Carolina residents may call (919)
707-3250 or complete and submit the North
Carolina Scrapie Ear tag Order Form located
behind the livestock entry form, and out-of-state
participants may call 1-866-USDA Tag
(873-2824).

4. Any animal showing evidence of suspicious
fungal lesions must have a signed veterinarian’s
statement on the health certificate with the date
and type of treatment.

5. Dairy goats over six (6) months of age and
sexually intact imported from out of state must
have a negative brucellosis test within 30 days
prior to import. All imports over six (6) months of
age must have a negative tuberculosis test
within 60 days prior to import unless they
originate from a certified and accredited herd or
are consigned for immediate slaughter.

a. The brucellosis and tuberculosis testing
requirements shall not apply to goats
entering the state only for exhibition
purposes from states that are USDA
Tuberculosis Accredited-Free and
Brucellosis Certified free, when
accompanied by an official health
certificate. Such animals shall remain in
the state for exhibition purposes for no
more than 30 days from the date of
issuance of the health certificate.

HORSES, MULES, PONIES, & OTHER
EQUINE

Animals with obvious abscesses (opened or
unopened) or any other signs of contagious
disease will not be allowed in the barn. NCDA&CS
requires that all equine six (6) months old and older
must be in possession of a current negative Equine
Infections Anemia (EIA) test certificate (Coggins
Certificate). The negative EIA test must be current
and issued within twelve (12) months. A copy of a
current (12 months) negative Coggins test
certificate must be presented at check-in and
unloading.

Equine from out-of-state exhibitors must also be
accompanied by an official health certificate issued
within 30 days of entry signed by an accredited
veterinarian or an approved state or federally
employed veterinarian or a valid equine event
permit (also known as an equine passport or

extended equine certificate of veterinary
inspection). The health certificate should contain
the following:
1. Name and address of exhibitor.
2. Description of each animal including breed,

age, sex, and registration, tattoo, or microchip
number as applicable.

3. A statement by the veterinarian signing the
health certificate that the equine listed are not
infected with, nor have been recently exposed
to, any communicable disease to the best of
his/her knowledge. Veterinarians should contact
the department at (919) 707-3250 during
outbreaks of vesicular stomatitis in the U.S. for
additional statement requirements.

POULTRY
Birds will not be accepted which are infected with or
showing any clinical signs of an infectious or
communicable disease or are infested with lice
and/or mites.

All poultry must be identified with numbered
tamper-proof bands. Bands placed on birds tested
by state testers will satisfy this requirement. Poultry
entered at the fair are subject to examination
(including blood test and swabs by a representative
of the NCDA&CS).

No poultry shall have received a live virus vaccine
within 30 days prior to entering the fair. All avian
species from out-of-state exhibitors must be
accompanied by either:
1. a current VS 9-3 NPIP form that states the birds

are from a flock certified as NPIP US H5/H7
Avian Influenza (AI) clean from the state of
origin or

2. an official health certificate issued within 30
days of entry signed by an accredited
veterinarian or approved state or federally
employed veterinarian.

If an official health certificate is used, the health
certificate should contain the following:
1. Name and address of exhibitor.
2. Description of each bird including breed, age,

sex, other animal identification, etc.
3. A statement by the veterinarian signing the

health certificate that the birds listed are not
infected with, nor have been recently exposed
to, any communicable disease to the best of
his/her knowledge.



4. Poultry must
a) originate from Pullorum-Typhoid clean

flocks or have tested negative for
Pullorum-Typhoid within 30 days of entry

b) originate from an NPIP H5/H7 AI Clean or
US AI Clean flock or have tested negative
for Avian Influenza within 21 days of entry

All in-state poultry for exhibition must originate
from NPIP certified U.S. Pullorum-Typhoid
Clean flocks or have a negative
pullorum-typhoid test within 90 days of entry.
The test requirements may be satisfied by a
negative test conducted by an official state
tester at the time the birds are brought to the
fair. In-state birds may be randomly selected for
Avian Influenza testing at the time the birds are
brought to the fair.

Out-of-State birds will not be admitted for NC
poultry competitions.

RABBITS
Animals with signs of contagious disease WILL
NOT BE ALLOWED IN THE BARN.

Rabbits from out-of-state exhibitors must be
accompanied by an official health certificate
issued within 30 days of entry signed by an
accredited veterinarian or an approved state or
federally employed veterinarian. The health
certificate should contain the following:

1. Name and address of exhibitor.
2. Description of each animal including

breed, age, sex, and registration, tattoo,
or microchip number as applicable.

3. A statement by the veterinarian signing
the health certificate that the rabbits
listed are not infected with, nor have
been recently exposed to, any
communicable disease to the best of
his/her knowledge.


